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Jan. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001

Exchange With Reporters Following a Medical Checkup in Bethesda,
Maryland
January 12, 2001

President’s Health
Q. How did it go, Mr. President?
The President. Very well. My eyes are still

dilated, so I have to be a little careful. They’re
a little foggy out here.

But before I leave, I would just like to thank
the Bethesda Naval Hospital for the wonderful
care they have given to me and to members
of my family over these last 8 years. This is
a terrific place, and these people have been
great to me, not only in all my physicals but
when I was so badly injured and on other occa-
sions when I or someone in my family needed
it. I’m very, very grateful to them.

Q. How is the knee?
The President. Oh, my knee is great. My knee

is great. You’ll get a report. My cholesterol is
a little too high because I haven’t exercised,
and I ate all that Christmas dessert. But in 6
months it will be back to normal. [Laughter]
I knew I was doing it, but what the heck. It
was my last time, and I wanted to enjoy it.

Thank you.

NOTE: The exchange began at approximately 3:30
p.m. at the Bethesda Naval Hospital. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

The President’s Radio Address
January 13, 2001

Good morning. As I enter the final week of
my Presidency, I’m extraordinarily grateful for
all the progress we’ve made together these last
8 years building the strongest economy in a gen-
eration, renewing our ethic of responsibility, and
strengthening the bonds of community and fam-
ily all across America. Today I want to talk about
our progress in reducing youth violence and new
steps we’re taking to make our communities
even safer.

Over the past few years, terrible tragedies at
Columbine and other schools have forced us
to take a hard look at youth violence and an
even harder look at what each of us can do
and must do to ensure that such tragedies do
not happen again.

Although there are no simple solutions, recent
evidence suggests we are moving in the right
direction. According to the latest data, violent
crime by young people has been cut nearly in
half since 1993; schoolyard deaths have dropped
dramatically. These are both important declines
that reflect the lowest national crime rate in
25 years. But still, we have more to do.

At my direction, the White House Council
on Youth Violence has developed a new
website and toll-free information line to

help parents and educators get the facts they
need to reduce youth violence. The website ad-
dress is www.safeyouth.org. And the toll-free
number is 1–866–SAFE–YOUTH. That’s
www.safeyouth.org and 1–866–SAFE–YOUTH.

I’m also pleased to release another important
resource, a guide for parents on communicating
better with teenagers. It incorporates the latest
research as well as the best ideas from the
White House Conference on Teenagers, which
Hillary and I sponsored last year. We’ll dis-
tribute this publication nationwide through the
website, the toll-free line, and with the assist-
ance of school principals, school nurses, and pe-
diatricians.

Like all parents, Hillary and I know it’s not
always easy to talk with your children about
sensitive subjects. That’s why this new guide
is so very valuable, because it teaches parents
how to listen more carefully to their children
and nurture relationships built on trust, love,
discipline, and respect.

America has made a lot of progress in renew-
ing these enduring values and strengthening our
sense of national community. A record number
of young people now volunteer for community
service. So together, we’ve built a country that’s
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